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Monthly EPR Regulatory Newsletter 

Scan QR code and Subscribe for Newsletter

We publishing a structured Monthly EPR Regulatory Newsletter 
summarizing all key updates And A2G’s Insights in one place





In Door Briefing Meeting Rules

1. The meeting will be recorded.

2. Only the discussions would be recorded without attributing to the speakers.

3. We request you to refrain from spamming or marketing during the session.

4. Q&A Session will be held at the end.

5. Kindly restrict the discussion to the mentioned topic.

6. You can enter your queries in the Q&A section. The moderator will read them out during the Q&A 

session, and the expert will address them accordingly.

7. Please note that the current presentation will not be distributed out of security reasons, however 

we can share the same on request basis.



You know your business better than anyone else.
We know EPR, ESG, and Circularity deeply.

That is where A2G works — inside your systems, alongside your teams, so you can focus on 
running and scaling your core business while we take ownership of the rest.

A. A. Garg & Co. (A2G) is a niche management consulting firm helping organizations 
navigate complex regulatory and sustainability challenges across EPR, ESG, and Circularity.

We go beyond advisory.
We take custodianship, accountability, and ownership of outcomes — using domain 
expertise, regulatory insight, and technology-led solutions to deliver results that are good 
for business and the planet.

Beyond client work, we actively contribute to industry-building, policy dialogue, and solving 
systemic challenges in the sustainability ecosystem.

We work inside your business, not outside it.

Who we are ?



A A Garg & Co. is a professionals management assurance & advisory firm specializing in EPR, ESG and circularity. With 300+ clients, 90% retention, and 
presence across India, east Asia & UK, we help organizations translate regulation into positive impactful solutions.

Company was founded in 2018 by Abhishek Ashok Garg, after his journey with Unilever, with a clear vision to build one of India’s first globally respected 
consulting firms in circularity and sustainability.

What began as a small, purpose-driven initiative has grown into a 50+ member multidisciplinary team, bringing together professionals from regulatory, 
sustainability, operations, technology, and strategy backgrounds.

FMCG & Consumer Brands Pharma & Healthcare Packaging & 

Manufacturing

Automotive & 

Components 

Oil, Lubricants & Industrial 

Products

Electronics & Electricals Retail & E-commerce

Sector Expertise

Built with purpose. Scaled with trust.



ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIAL

GOVERNANCE

EXTENDED PRODUCER

RESPONSIBILITY
CIRCULARITY SOLUTIONS

We partner with organizations across the entire EPR 

lifecycle — from applicability and strategy to compliance, 

fulfilment, assurance, and future readiness.

We consume EPR knowledge from across 5+ nations, in 

product & packaging frameworks.

India regulatory coverage:
Plastic Packaging, E-waste, Batteries, Used Oil, ELV, and 
emerging EPR streams

Global regulatory coverage:
UK, Japan, Korea, Indonesia

Our EPR Custodianship Program acts as a one-stop 

solution for organizations seeking clarity, continuity, and 

confidence.

We help organizations adopt sustainability not as a 

luxury, but as a practical business transformation lever.

We start small, focus on fundamentals, and build ROI-

feasible, implementable ESG pathways.

ESG Frameworks 

(Indian – BRSR and global - GRI)

We help organizations move from compliance to 

opportunity by building practical circular outcomes.

Recyclability of Packaging

We assess packaging, identify recyclability gaps, and guide 

brands to become recyclable and future-ready using a UK-

framework, tool-led approach.

Use of Recycled Content

We enable recycled material adoption — from diagnostics 

to supplier enablement, claims validation, and verification.

Reuse & Refill

We support testing and implementation of reuse and refill 

models aligned with regulation and real-world feasibility

What do we do?



NEW EPR PORTALS

ACROSS ALL EPR STREAMS



EPR Portals

EPR-ETP - https://etp.cpcb.gov.in/
RELEASED ON: 01st Feb 2026

EPR AUDIT - https://epraudit.cpcb.gov.in/
RELEASED ON: 9th Feb 2026

EPR SUPPORT PORTAL - https://eprsupport.cpcb.gov.in/
RELEASED ON: 30th Jan 2026

✓ Live from 13 Feb 2026
✓ Unified multi-portal login
✓ One-time credential linking
✓ Seamless portal switching
✓ Phased integrations planned

COMMON EPR PORTAL – https://epr.cpcb.gov.in/login
RELEASED ON: 27th Jan 2026

✓ EPR ETP live for public review
✓ SSO integration started TODAY
✓ Updates awaited
✓ Expect changes

✓ EPR Audit Platform (only for 
plastic)

✓ Secure auditor login
✓ Standardized online forms
✓ Real-time audit tracking
✓ Improved governance controls

✓ Centralized grievance system
✓ Unified ticket dashboard
✓ Real-time status tracking

https://etp.mstcindia.co.in/
https://epraudit.cpcb.gov.in/
https://eprsupport.cpcb.gov.in/
https://epr.cpcb.gov.in/login


CPCB’S EPR 
ELECTRONIC TRADING 

PLATFORM
DEVELOPED BY MSTC LTD.



ETP – Structural Shift for trading EPR Credits

Key Highlights of the EPR ETP

• CPCB-enabled centralised trading exchange for 
EPR certificates across waste streams (plastic, e-
waste, battery, etc.)

• Developed by MSTC (Govt. PSU), published for 
industry review & feedback.

• Introduces transparent, market-based price 
matching within the floor/ ceiling price band.

• Training for Recyclers/ Waste Processors 
conducted.

• Registration only for obligated entities registered 
under EPR regulations.

• ETP released on 1st Feb 2026

• MSTC was awarded tender on 12th September 
2025.

• Current link not active for registrations

• No documents available currently

• Expected to release by end of this month

• Chatbot & MSTC contact details provided

DISCLAIMER: Based on the EPRETP Exchange Video Guide & clarifications received from the regulator; subject to regulatory and platform updates. Ref: EPRETP Exchange Video Guide

Contact For EPR ETP Feedback: 

• Phone Number: 07969066600

• Email: helpdeskho@mstcindia.in

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXhaWAWb-Qg&t=65s
mailto:helpdeskho@mstcindia.in


ETP Flow for Buyer

ADD FUNDS TO ESCROWBUYER’S TRADING PAGE

SELLER TO UPLOAD DETAILS AND INVOICE TO RECEIVE 
PAYMENT (T+2)

AUTO CREDIT TRANSFER & KNOW YOUR RECYCLER

REGISTRATION VIA COMMON EPR PORTAL & 
PROVIDE KYC DETAILS

AUTOVALIDATION POST ACCEPTANCE OF T&C BUYER’S DASHBOARD

ORDER DEPTH

ORDER PLACEMENT VIA OTP

DISCLAIMER: Based on the EPRETP Exchange Video Guide; subject to regulatory and platform updates. Ref: EPRETP Exchange Video Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXhaWAWb-Qg&t=65s


Buyer’s Dashboard

DISCLAIMER: Based on the EPRETP Exchange Video Guide; subject to regulatory and platform updates. Ref: EPRETP Exchange Video Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXhaWAWb-Qg&t=65s


Buyer’s Fund Management

DISCLAIMER: Based on the EPRETP Exchange Video 
Guide; subject to regulatory and platform updates. 
Ref: EPRETP Exchange Video Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXhaWAWb-Qg&t=65s


Buyer’s Trading window

DISCLAIMER: Based on the EPRETP Exchange Video Guide; subject to regulatory and platform updates. Ref: EPRETP Exchange Video Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXhaWAWb-Qg&t=65s


Trading Mechanics: What Companies Must Prepare?

CPCB CLARIFICATIONS

- To be mandated from 6 months of 
publishing of MSTC’s ETP

- Credits’ authenticity is per CPCB

- Floor & Ceiling of EC for each EPR 
stream.

- Mandatory for all EPR registered 
entities to trade EPR Certificates.

IMPACT & IMPLICATIONS

- Expect increase in EPR Credit prices 
across all EPR streams.

- Disparity in Supply Demand

- Advance for Credits will be common 
norm.

- Offline buying will be phased out.

- UReP & Reuse Credits to be traded on 
ETP.

- Separate compliance user and finance 
approval user

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Fulfill & honour the EPR Target for FY 25-
26 ASAP

- ETP readiness for the company across 
cross-functional departments (Finance, 
legal, compliance).

- Plan to fulfill the EPR Target of FY 26-27 
through ETP.

- Only link your company’s account on  ETP 
(no 3rd party accounts)

DISCLAIMER: Based on the EPRETP Exchange Video Guide; subject to regulatory and platform updates. Ref: EPRETP Exchange Video Guide

Contact A2G EPR Helpdesk for Advisory on ETP Readiness

Reach Us At:

Phone Number: 96534 96343
Email: EPR-Insights@aagarg.in

Scan & Book a 
consultation with 

A A Garg & Co.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXhaWAWb-Qg&t=65s


GOA DRS

DEPOSIT REFUND SCHEME



Overview
• Govt. of Goa introduced Deposit Refund Scheme (DRS) for the non-biodegradable packaging of products sold in the state of Goa, applicable from March 6th, 2024 

(Date of Notification) in exercise of powers under Goa Non-Biodegradable Garbage (Control) Act, 1996

• Goa Coastal and Environment Management Society (GC&EMS) has been appointed as the Scheme Administrator. 

• Rapidue Technologies (P) Ltd has been appointed as System Operator.

First Phase Second Phase

• Glass (alcohol and non-alcohol)

• Rigid Plastic

• Flexible Plastic

• Liquid packaging boards/ cartons (e.g. Tetra 

Pak)

• Multi Layered Packaging with MRP INR 20 

and above

• Metal can (alcohol and non-alcohol)

• Multi Layered Packaging with MRP below 

INR 20

*Second phase shall become effective after 6 

months from the date of commencement of 

First Phase.

DRS, Goa

Notified on 16.08.2024

Notified under Goa Non-Biodegradable Garbage (Control) Act, 1996

Applicable to
Brand Owners, Importers, Producers, Distributors, and Retailers 

operating in Goa

Applicable on

Glass (alcohol and non alcohol), Rigid Plastic, Flexible Plastic, Liquid 

packaging boards/ cartons (e.g. Tetra Pak), Multi Layered Packaging 

with MRP INR 20 and above (for first phase)

Governance level 2-tier: Scheme Administrator and System Operator

Current Status Scheme Administrator and System Operators are finalized

Timeline of 

Registration & 

Implementation

PIBOs to complete their registration by 28th February 2026 and Goa DRS is 
implemented from 01st April 2026.

Exemption from DRS:

Manufacturers registered as MSME, 

Packages of cooked food products sold by 

HoReCa as take away, 

Products of price less than Rs. 5, 

Products of volume less than 10cc 

Milk Packets in flexible packaging.

Deposit for DRS Prod cts

           

                 

                     

                            

             

                            

                              

               

                             

                             

  

  

  

                                    

                         

                 

Other applicable costs:

• Annual Scheme Participation Fee (ASPF)  

- 20,000 -100,000/- basis turnover

• Reverse Collection Fee (RCF) – INR 

10/12 material wise per ton (EPR Credit 

to be provided)

• Penalties charged under this 

notification



Goa DRS – Homepage

https://www.goadrs.com/

https://www.goadrs.com/


Compliance for Producer, Importer & Brand Owner



Violation & Penalties / Cost Implications

Clause Offence / Violation Penalty (Fine) Additional Action

14(1)

Contravention of provisions in Clause 5, 8, 9, or 10 of the Notification
Clause 5 – Responsibilities of Manufacturers
Clause 8 – Deposits & Escrow Mechanism (Financial Compliance)
Clause 9 – Responsibilities of Retailers / Dealers / Distributors
Clause 10 – Consumer Refund & Return Obligations

Up to ₹25,000
Confiscation of the batch of commodity packed in DRS Products 
where deposit was not placed in escrow

14(2)
Tampering, forging, altering, removing, or manipulating the Unique 
Serialized Identifier (USI) before sale

Up to ₹25,000
Confiscation of the batch of commodity & Possible criminal liability 
under other applicable laws

14(3) Manufacturing or selling DRS Products without a valid USI affixed Up to ₹20,000 Confiscation of the batch of commodity

14(4) Applies to all above contraventions —
Penalties under this clause are in addition to any other legal action, 
penalties, or proceedings under applicable laws 

Cost Head Applicability Unit/Basis Estimated Annual Cost, INR

ASPF (Annual System Participation Fee) Mandatory once Basis Annual Turnover (All India) 10,000 to 1,00,000

Per-Unit Deposit (Escrow) Every DRS product sold in Goa

₹2 / pack for MRP ₹5 to ₹20 (Rigid, Flexible, MLP)
₹5 / pack for MRP <₹20 (Rigid, Flexible, MLP, Glass & 

Metal)
₹10 / pack (Glass alcoholic)

To be calculated

Reverse Collection Fee (RCF) Per tonne of material collected
₹10/MT for Rigid Plastics, Flexible Plastics, Metal Cans 

& Liquid packaging boards
₹12/MT for Multi Layered Plastics

To be calculated

Packaging Modification (One-time) QR Code + USI + Deposit Print Brand to define and calculate To be calculated



Recommendations

Registration Deadline 

28th February

Hence assess the registration 
& compliance requirements 

and be prepared

Assess Goa-specific sales 
exposure & obligated 

packaging volume

(SKU-wise and channel-wise 
impact)

Evaluate financial impact of 
DRS cost implications

(RCF, ASPF, QR Integration)

Review QR code printing 
readiness across the supply 

chain

Highlight implementation 
challenges to the Scheme 

Administrator

Review and explore the 
official registration portal

STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT & GOVERNANCE

IMMEDIATE ACTION POINTS FOR COMPANIES



SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 
RULES, 2026

RELEASED ON 27th JANUARY 2026



Structure of SWMR 2026

Section Coverage Overview
Page 

Range

Chapter I Introduction, scope, definitions 78–84

Chapter II
Duties of stakeholders, EBWGR certification, SWM criteria (hilly/island 
areas), waste-to-energy guidelines

84–91

Chapter III Sanitary landfill establishment & O&M; management of legacy dump sites 91–93

Chapter IV
Centralized portal, Environmental Compensation (EC), implementation 
committees (Central & State), reporting & accident compliance

93–95

Chapter V
Roles & responsibilities of Central Ministries, State/UT bodies, CPCB, 
SPCBs/PCCs, ULBs

95–113

Schedules 
I–IV

Implementation timelines, landfill specifications, processing standards, fire 
prevention at dumpsites

114–123

Forms I–V
Authorization formats, processing applications, annual reporting formats 
(operators, local bodies, SPCBs/PCCs)

123-144

Urban Area Enforcement Plant

Rule Enforcement
1st April 2026

Million Plus Cities
1st Oct 2027

5 to 10 Iks
Population

1st April 2028

Population > 20k
1st Oct 2026

10k – 20k Population
1st April 2028

Annual
Returns Due

30th June

Waste Type Definition

Dry Waste
Includes all waste except wet, sanitary, and special care 
waste, covering recyclable and non-recyclable waste.

Wet Waste
Includes organic and biodegradable waste such as 
kitchen, food, vegetable, fruit, meat, and flower waste.

Sanitary 
Waste

Includes waste like used diapers, sanitary napkins, 
tampons, condoms, incontinence sheets, and similar 
items

Special Care 
Waste

Includes household hazardous waste like paint/pesticide 
containers, CFLs/tubes, expired medicines, mercury 
thermometers, batteries, needles/syringes, 
contaminated gauges, and other CPCB-notified wastes.

Horticulture 
Waste

Includes plant-based waste from parks, gardens, 
roadsides, etc., such as grass, leaves, branches, twigs, 
pruning, and wood chippings not handled in daily wet 
waste collection.

Rural Area Enforcement Plant

• These rules replace all previous versions and are referred to as the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026.
• The rule will come into force from 01st April 2026

All Urban Areas
1st April 2029

Upto 10k Population
1st April 2029

CPCB Portal 
Implementation

1st Oct 2026



Key Highlights 

HILLY AND ISLAND AREAS: - Local bodies may charge tourists at entry points to fund sustainable solid waste management. 
- Construction of landfill shall be avoided.

SANITARY LANDFILLS: - Only non-recyclable, non-combustible, non-energy recoverable, inert waste and processing residues shall go to sanitary landfills.
- Sanitary landfill user fees apply to unsegregated, recyclable, energy-recoverable, unprocessed biodegradable, or C&D waste.
- Non-recyclable waste having calorific value of 1500 Kcal/kg or more shall not be disposed of on landfills and shall only be utilized for generating energy.

• Entities meeting any one of the following:

• Building area ≥ 20,000 sq.m

• Water use ≥ 40,000 L/day

• Solid waste generation ≥ 100 kg/day

• Set up and operate wet waste processing 
facility including horticulture waste except 
existing facility including horticulture waste

• EBWGR Obligation: For BWGs, EBWGR will 
be based on total solid waste generated as 
per CPCB, MoHUA, and DDWS norms.

• Procure EBWGR certificates from the local 
body for for collection and transport (dry, 
sanitary & special care waste) to registered 
waste processing facilities.

Bulk Waste Generator

• Shall register themselves on the CPCB 
portal prior to generation of EBWGR 
certificates .

• EBWGR certificates (kgs) = Quantity of 
solid waste collected, transported and sent 
to registered recyclers or processors by 
local body (kgs)

• The local body shall collect the cost of 
EBWGR certificates from BWGs.

• EBWGR certificates may show the quantity 
of waste sent to each registered recycler.

• Prepare Action plan for biomining or 
bioremediation of dumpsites.

Local Body

• Mandatory Waste segregation into 4 
streams – Wet, Dry, Sanitary and Special 
Care Waste

• Biomedical waste (under Biomedical Waste 
Management Rules, 2016) shall not be mixed 
with solid waste.

• Store C&D waste on-site and dispose of it as 
per the C&D Waste Management Rules, 
2025.

• Store horticulture or garden waste on-site 
and dispose of it as per local body directions.

• Obtain 3-day prior permission for events 
(>100 persons) at unlicensed venues and 
follow segregation and handover norms.

Waste Generator

• Industrial units utilizing solid fuel shall use 
RDF and/or SCF and/or agri-residue as 
follows:

• Report real time on the availability 
and off take of RDF on CPCB Portal.

• RDF or Segregated Combustible Fraction 
Plants supplying waste to WtE Plants and 
Cement Plant with the calorific value 
atleast 1500 Kcal/Kg and 3000 Kcal/Kg, 
respectively.

Industrial Units and Waste 
to Energy Plant 

• The rules are applicable to all urban and rural local bodies and to all public or private entities, landowners, and solid waste generators within their jurisdictions, including government 
bodies, PPPs, special areas, industrial zones, SEZs, transport and defense establishments, and places of religious or historical importance. 

• The rule does not cover industrial waste, hazardous waste, hazardous chemicals, bio medical waste, e-waste, battery waste and radio-active waste



One-Stop Compliance: Centralized Online Portal 

(establish and operate by CPCB within 6 months of commencement)

MANDATORY REGISTRATION

BWGs, Local Bodies, SW 
Processing Facilities, MRFs, 

Industrial Units & WtE Plants

REPORTING

Quarterly & Annual Reporting

TRANSPARENCY

Public dashboard with real-time 
data at National/State/District 

levels

(generation, collection, processing, 
landfill)

VERIFICATION

Audit of entities involved in 
collection, processing, 

recycling & disposal

EBWGR

Certificate generation and 
transfer mechanism



Way Ahead

Operationalize CPCB digital 
portal for real-time monitoring, 

reporting, and transparency.

Ensure time-bound rollout of 
SWM Rules, 2026 with defined 
milestones and accountability.

Strengthen capacity of ULBs & 
Panchayats for segregation, 

processing infrastructure, and 
EBWGR implementation.

Promote decentralized waste 
processing and restrict 

landfilling to residual inert 
waste only.

Promote Source Segregation of 
waste in 4 categories: Wet, Dry, 

Sanitary and Special Care.

Enforce compliance strictly
through user fee and 

Environmental Compensation 
under the polluter pays 

principle.

Accelerate legacy dumpsite 
remediation through biomining 

and bioremediation.

Advance circular economy by 
maximizing recycling, RDF 
utilization, and resource 

recovery.



OTHER UPDATES
ACROSS EPR

Plastic Packaging | E-waste | Battery Waste | Used Oil | Waste Tyre | ELV



UPDATE: EPR Portal for Plastic Packaging

EPR Portal started working

Non-operational period – 4th Feb 2026 to 10th

Feb 2026

CPCB Notice 

dated 28th November 2025 and 19th January 
2026

Offsetting of Cat II & III Recycling with 1.5x EOL Credits

CPCB further clarified use of Credits to setoff respective 
obligations of Reuse, Recycling & EOL

Final Amendment not yet released for UReP & 
Reuse Compliances

Last Date for Annual Returns Filing (FY 24-25) 
was 31st Jan 2026



EPR for E-waste

Punjab State issued Notices to 
Producers seeking details of their EPR 

Fulfillment from the State

Hearing on Case challenged by the 
Producers on EC Cost calculated 

moved to 27th February 2026

Last Date for AR Filing for FY 25-26 is 
30th April 2026



EPR for Used Oil

Annual Returns Filing for FY 24-25 
extended to 31st March 2026



UPDATE: EPR Portal for Battery

Battery Pack Adhaar System
CPCB released new tabs on EPR Portal focusing 

on penalties levied, Information Centre & 
Training Courses



EPR for End-of-Life Vehicles

EPR Portal released on 
16th January 2026

EPR Registrations 
have started on the 

EPR Portal for 
Producers & RVSFs

CPCB released SOPs 
for Producer & RVSF 

Registration

CPCB clarified roles of 
CPCB & SPCB

Revised Guidelines 
released for 

Collection, Handling & 
Scrapping

Clarifications for 
Registration



Upcoming EPR

EPR for Non-Fe Metal Scrap
EPR for Construction & 

Demolition Waste

1st April 2026
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THANK YOU

SCAN TO BOOK CONSULTATION 
@AAGargCo

@aagargco2003

@aagargco
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